
The Thematis Botanic Portal ( http://www.thematis.nl/botanicportal ) is an initiative to bring plants and 

taxa information from different gardens together in an easy and cost -

effective way by making use of modern Internet technologies.  

Most portals today with the same aim die in their effort to centralize in-

formation because itõs hard to maintain lists of links, centralized search 

indexes or copied collection information. The Thematis Botanic Portal 

avoids those downfalls.  

Federated search PortalFederated search Portal   

The Thematis Botanic Portal is a federated search portal , which means 

that information is brought together by connecting different collection 

information systems through the Internet. The portal does not harvest the information to a central location 

to create something like a search index. Instead a query for plants or taxa 

information on the portal is routed to the connected collection informa-

tion systems which answers the query for their own information. The 

search results are sent back and gathered for general or specialized pres-

entations.  

Easy connectivityEasy connectivity   

To connect your collection information system or database is easy. A 

small piece of software, called an adapter , is needed. This adapter has 

two functions. The first function is to create a Thematis service point so 

that the portal can reach the  information system or database through the 

Internet.  The second  function is that the Thematis query is translated to 

a query for the information system or database and results are gathered 

and returned.  

MaintainableMaintainable   

Because no information is gathered for indexing on a central location, 

there is no issue of maintainability of the information. The information 

provided is always up-to-date, straight from the connected collection in-

formation systems and databases. 

Cost effectiveCost effective   

The Thematis Botanic Portal doesnõt have the need to provide mass storage, database, indexing or search 

technology. Therefore the portal can be maintained at low costs. The 

combination of easy maintenance and easy connectivity provides a chal-

lenging  offer to connect your information system or database.  

ConfigurableConfigurable   

The way information is presented, how it can be sorted, etc. is com-

pletely configurable. Therefore information from different sources can be 

presented in different ways. Your information will be handled the way 

you want.  

Get Connected!Get Connected!   

Visit the Thematis Botanic Portal and donõt hesitate any longer. Connect your collection information sys-

tem or database and help to build a valuable resource for the Botanic community.  

Plants and Taxa InformationPlants and Taxa Information   
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